
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL SDS BUSINESS MEETING 
September 22, 2015, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels, 

Belgium 
 
Attendance: The Chairman (J. MARSHALL), Vice-Chairman (C.E. BRETT); SECRETARY (L. SLAVÍK) 
 
TMS: T. BECKER, A. BLIECK, J.-G. CASIER, C. CORRADINI, N. IZOKH, U. JANSEN, M.C. PERRI, E. SCHINDLER, 
J.I. VALENZUELA-RÍOS 
 
 
CMS: P. BULTYNCK, D. BRICE, R. BROCKE, C. CRÔNIER, A.-C. DA SILVA, I. EVDOKIMOVA, Y. GATOVSKY, C. 
GIRARD, S. HARTENFELS, S. GOUWY, H. MATYJA, W. KIRCHGASSER, P. KOENIGSHOF, J.-C. LIAO, E. 
LUKŠEVIČS, B. MISTIAEN, K. NARKIEWICZ, M. NARKIEWICZ, S. NIKOLAEVA, L. PONCIANO, E. POTY, C. 
SPALLETTA, M. STREEL, T. SUTTNER, J. ZAMBITO  
 
GUESTS: O. BÁBEK, M. COEN-AUBERT, C. DERYCKE, H. DJOUDER, S. HELLIG, A. HUŠKOVÁ, T. KUMPAN, M. 
SARDAR ABADI, S. STICHLING, J. WATERS 
 
47 people 
 
1. Introductions and apologies for absence 
 
The meeting began at 18:00 in the Grand Auditorium of the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural 
History. JOHN MARSHALL started with the introduction of himself as the SDS Chair, Vice-Chair 
CARLTON E. BRETT, and Secretary L. SLAVÍK. JM also noted that that he was re-elected as Chair 
and agreed to continue both with C. BRETT as Vice Chair and L. SLAVÍK as Secretary who also 
agreed to a second term. The CHAIR read list of apologies from those unable to attend.  
 
Apologies were received from:  
TMs: MA XUEPING, J. OVER, G. RACKI,  
CMs: G. BAIRD, P. BUDIL, C. BURROW L. CHADIMOVÁ, J. FRÝDA, J. HLADIL, A. EL HASSANI , J. RICHARDSON, 
S. TURNER, T. UYENO, C. VER STRAETEN, WANG CHENGYUAN. 
 
 
The CHAIR then asked for approval of the last SDS Minutes from Mendoza 2014. No 
corrections were noted; then the Minutes have been approved by the audience.  
 
Chair's Business 
 
JM was saddened to report the passing of the active SDS Member PAUL SARTENAER of Belgium 
passed away in summer of 2015. Other deaths include Jochen Helms and Ingrid Zagora, both 
noted German Devonian workers. 
 



Obituaries will appear in the newsletter; the assembled group observed a moment of silence 
in remembrance of these individuals. 
The Chair then reported on the International Congress on Stratigraphy (Strati 2015) that 
took place in Graz this summer and that was attended by numerous Devonian workers. A 
special Devonian session was held during the STRATI, the conveners were both the Chair 
and the Secretary. After a day of talks there was a brief SDS business meeting; Markus Aretz 
discussed status of the D-C boundary. JM, LS and other SDS members also attended the post-
meeting field excursion to the Carnic Alps excellently organized by CARLO CORRADINI, THOMAS 

SUTTNER and MONICA PONDRELLI. 
 
ICS Matters 
 
JM reported on the ICS business meeting held at Strati 2015. STAN FINNEY has ruled that there 
should be no proposals for formal sub-stages until after Emsian and D/C boundaries could be 
agreed upon. He wants SDS to move forward with the study of the Zinzilban section 
(Pragian/Emsian GSSP) and had been able to obtain $6000 from NSF for further detailed 
study. Other ICS discussion centered on formalizing capitalization of series names, e.g., 
Lower, Middle, and Upper Devonian. JM reported the results for the election of the ICS 
officers. STAN FINNEY will step down as chair of ICS as of summer 2016. The new ICS Chair is 
DAVID A.T. HARPER, Vice Chair: BRIAN T. HUBER and Secretary-General: PHILIP GIBBARD.  
 
 
Revision of GSSP’s 
Pragian-Emsian Boundary 
 
LADISLAV SLAVÍK gave a brief presentation reported on the Field work in the Kitab Sate 
Reserve in Uzbekistan that took place in August 2015. He explained the problems from the 
past and recapitulated the SDS statements agreed from 2008: The new base of the Emsian 
(GSSP) should stay in the Kitab State Geological Reserve and has to be shifted up to the level 
near the entry of morphology that corresponds to “P. excavatus 114”, i.e. above the 
“kitabicus” boundary. The latter would be used to define the base of a new upper Pragian 
substage. Thus it would correspond to the level of the lower half of the Praha Formation 
(traditional Pragian) in the Prague Synform. Previous study in 2008 accomplished sampling 
and MS data; conodont samples were, however, not productive. LS then reported on the new 
fieldwork that took place in August 2015. The participants were 3 senior researchers (TM 
NADYA IZOKH, TM NACHO VALENZUELA-RÍOS, TM LADISLAV SLAVÍK and a student of LS, ANETA 

HUŠKOVÁ. About 150 kg conodont samples were taken from the newly excavated interval. 
Sampling was done at a new site, which had previously been covered by a landslide, and in 
dark micritic facies representing deeper water environments. In June 2015 NADYA and OLGA 

IZOKH took samples for C isotopes. The conodont samples were split into three groups and 
are being shipped to Valencia (NACHO), Prague (LADISLAV) and Novosibirsk (NADYA). The 
recently obtained conodont material has been examined directly at the Geological Centre in 
Kitab. L. SLAVÍK and NACHO VALENZUELA-RÍOS expressed thanks to NADYA IZOKH who also acted 
as the indispensable coordinator and manager of the trip, and, to Uzbek colleagues that have 
been extremely kind and helpful. Especially without help of UTKIR RACHMONOV, the Director of 
the Kitab State Geological Reserve and SDS member, would have been impossible to achieve 



any results. The team also profited very much from help and discussions with Uzbek 
scientists and SDS members A.I. KIM and M.V. ERINA.  
 
THOMAS BECKER noted that there had been the promise of a new dacryoconarid defined 
boundary; but this was never completed. LS commented that there is unfortunately no 
progress in the Prague Synform with dacryoconarids as no active worker is available in the 
meantime. He referred to the note by A.I. KIM who proposed a search for D. praesulcata in the 
Prague Synform and elsewhere for correlations with the Zinzilban section. 
THOMAS BECKER noted that in Morocco P. excavatus comes in below the Atopus bioevent; but 
no P. kitabicus has been found so far and that CHRISTIAN KLUG has a new ammonoid paper on 
Uzbekistan. 
 
D-C Boundary 
 
Earlier in the day CARLO CORRADINI had given an overview of six possible locations for the D-C 
boundary with pros and cons for each. This is a move forward. Practicality is to be 
emphasized in whatever boundary is picked. 
The point was raised that boundary should be based upon phylogenetic lineages (as it had 
been in the past with the Siphonodella paesulcata- S. sulcata boundary, but there are clearly 
problems with S. sulcata itself. Approximately 20 people have been working on the D-C 
boundary. MARKUS ARETZ said that there does exist a good boundary criterion but there is no 
good section. MAREK NARKIEWICZ said that the requirement for a multiproxy approach should 
be respected but a biostratigraphic criterion is fundamental. 
JM noted that while ICS was happy to have phylogenetically based boundaries, the new 
boundaries now ultimately need to be based on a multi-proxy approach. Given that the new 
boundaries will have to be approved by all members of the ICS it is critical to have multiple 
proxies such as MS, carbon isotopes aligned to give the best possible definition. For the ICS 
the boundary should be defined on biostratigraphic basis, but needs to have supplemental 
information in order to be widely usable. THOMAS BECKER proposed the Kowala quarry 
section in the Holy Cross Mountains as the best option; Polish colleagues have resampled 
Kowala. NACHO VALENZUELA-RÍOS stressed that biostratigraphic criteria are the best thing and 
that the D-C boundary can be hardly correlated elsewhere by solely any of geochemical data 
sets. Multiproxy is nice but no real help. 
MAURICE STREEL emphasized that the new boundary should not be too far from previous 
definitions to avoid having to reevaluate many previous reports of units such as Bedford and 
Sappington which have long been understood to be Devonian. So perhaps, should start with 
the entry of Pr. kockeli.  
T. BECKER stated that we need to find a way to put everything into levels that have wide 
utility; his order of preference for the boundary was: 1) the base of the Hangenberg Event 
(black shale): base of conodont zone and base of the LN spore zone. 2) base of Pr. kockeli 
Zone; but nothing was happening with spores. ONDRA BÁBEK asked which of these levels does 
the community prefer? He also supported the base of Pr. kockeli for the boundary definition 
that also correspond to Hangenberg Sandstone Event and referred to the new findings by his 
Ph.D. student TOMÁŠ KUMPAN (Brno). 
CARLO CORRADINI stated that in final analysis still some more data are needed. Need to get the 
committee together to discuss just this topic. 



 
Devonian Substages 
 
JM noted that although we cannot formalize the sub-stages yet, we can, in the meantime, 
informally lay out the subdivisions; mostly three-fold. 
 
Lochkovian: This will have a three-fold division. NACHO VALENZUELA-RÍOS said, that three-fold 
subdivision of the Lochkovian would be the best. NACHO, LADISLAV and CARLO are currently 
working on that. 
 
Pragian: JM: We cannot do Pragian subdivision until the Emsian boundary is fixed. L. SLAVÍK 
noted that prospective two-fold subdivision of the Pragian would be feasible (i.e., the intra-
Pragian kitabicus level). 
 
Emsian: JM: The same case as the Pragian. No progress with subdivision is possible before 
the lower Emsian boundary is fixed. 
 
Eifelian: THOMAS BECKER has asked CARL BRETT to make a formal proposal for two Eifelian 
substages with a boundary at costatus-australis boundary. CB is working on this with CHUCK 

VER STRAETEN and will try to come to a formal proposal soon. 
 
Givetian: PIERRE BULTYNCK had proposed a three-fold subdivision of Lower, Middle, and 
Upper. NACHO VALENZUELA-RÍOS and other members have informally approved this 
subdivision; these substages are already practically being used. THOMAS BECKER said that 
more detailed data are needed especially around the hermanni Zone, which is used as the 
base of the upper Givetian and a stratotype section needs to be selected. 
 
Frasnian: BILL KIRCHGASSER said that together with GIL KLAPPER they will publish a revision of 
conodont zonation in New York by the end of 2015 and that they will try to get rid of MN 
zones. They are working on problems with Genundewa and North Evans Ancyrodella; it 
might be an approximate boundary level for a substage. 
 
Famennian: T. BECKER said that he had invented the Annulata Event six years ago. In 2003 
SDS decided to follow STREEL et al. (1998) to subdivide the Famennian into four substages 
roughly following the German Nehdenian, Hembergian, Dasbergian and Wocklumian. SVEN 

HARTENFELS (2009) had put forth a proposal for substages; there had been little reaction. 
MAURICE STREEL had suggested an alternative scheme. There is a need to consider these 
carefully and make a decision. Base of uppermost subzone is proposed at Bispathodus 
ultimus, close to the base of informal "Strunian Stage".  
 
SDS Membership 
T. Becker reported on the election of SDS officers and informed the meeting about re-
election of JOHN MARSHALL as a Chair and CARL BRETT as Vice-Chair.  
JM noted that according to usual IGC procedures, titular members (TMs) are only allowed 
two consecutive four-year terms. However, using that rule we would lost many active TMs. 
We need to bend this a bit to be sensible. JOHN and other executives will review this list and 



determine who is active in Devonian and related research. Using this criterion, active 
members would be invited to stay on; others would be sent a letter thanking them for their 
contributions.  
 
ALAIN BLIECK wishes to step down as a TM from France and be replaced; he suggested 
CATHERINE CRONIER to be his successor. 
 
New Corresponding members: 
CATHERINE GIRARD (nominated by CARLO CORRADINI) 
STEPHAN HELLING (nominated by THOMAS BECKER) 
DMITRI PLAX (nominated by KATARZYNA NARKIEWICZ)  
 
SDS Publications 
 
Geological Society of London Special Publications volume being edited by T. BECKER, P. 
KÖNIGSHOFF and C. BRETT is nearly completed and ready for hard copy printing. Many papers 
are already published on-line; three more manuscripts (including new contributions by 
SANDRA KAISER, T. BECKER, ULI JANSEN and others are expected. We have enough to go forward 
with printing by early next year. 
T. BECKER has had to put aside editing of the SDS Newsletter for the time being to get ready 
for the post-meeting SDS/IGCP field trip to Rhenish Slate Mts. and produce the large 
guidebook for this meeting. He will try to get back to it in October.  
 
Upcoming Meetings 
 
2016: 
We may be obliged to have some presence in the IGC Capetown, South Africa meeting in 
August. There may be a Devonian field trip; plans are still tentative. 
 
SDS will join with the IGCP 591 final meeting in Ghent, July 6-9, 2016. There will be a field 
trip to Wales and also joint meetings of Subcommissions on Cambrian, Ordovician and 
Silurian Stratigraphy. 
 
2017 
The SDS will meet in conjunction with the ICOS meeting in June 25-July 1, 2017. Valencia, 
Spain; post conference field trips are planned in the Pyrenees, Prague Synform and Carnic 
Alps. Also meetings of other subcommissions (e.g., ISSS) are planned to take place in 
Valencia. 
 
2019 
The next meeting of STRATI will be probably in Italy (unspecified location) in 2019. From 
now on, the International Congress on Stratigraphy will take place every four years. 
 
Financial Report 
SDS will receive a total of $2100 from ICS; it provides some support for SDS officers to attend 
meetings. Part of the money will be used for the SDS Newsletter production.  



 
Other Business 
 
LS: There is a continual need to correct and update addresses of all SDS members for the SDS 
Newsletter and the SDS webpage. 
JM expressed thanks from members of the SDS to the organizers of the Final IGCP 596/SDS 
meeting in Brussels and highlighted this meeting as very successful, well attended and well 
organized.  
 
Thomas Becker noted that the post-meeting field excursion would leave from the museum 
the next morning at 8:30 AM. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 19:05. 
 
 
Minutes by LADISLAV SLAVÍK, CARL BRETT with additions by JOHN MARSHALL. 
 


